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the prisoner remained so near London he could easily be rescued and set at the head of his loyal forces. If only he could be persuaded to escape to some remote spot and there fall into the hands of a staunch Army man who would keep him safe indefinitely ! Such a place was the Isle of Wight,-whose new Governor, Robert Hammond, was Cromwell's cousin by marriage and for whom he had the tenderest feelings.
Most of Cromwell's contemporaries attributed to him a decisive role in the following events, which still retain an element of mystery.   It is known that he wrote a letter to Whalley on November n, warning him that the King's life was in danger, and Whalley showed it to Charles, who the evening before had received another letter, anonymous, and likewise containing alarming accounts of republican plots  against him. This letter was also thought by some to have been concocted by Cromwell.    The King had been planning his escape for the past week and these repeated threats of assassination made him decide to leave that very night.   He had confided his intentions   to   three   Royalist   officers,   Legge, Berkeley,   and   Ashburnham,   who   had   been allowed to attend him at Hampton Court.   Of these, Ashburnham was chiefly responsible for organising the enterprise.   It is to be noted that though the guards had been doubled from the time the King had withdrawn his parole, yet there was no sentry at the door through which he escaped and he had no difficulty either in crossing the river or riding off with his companions.  They rode all night and the next day reached Southampton Water.   Here the King proposed to stay